
 
 

 

                     
 

SOUTH PERTH DECLARER 

Anzac Day 2020 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Thank you to all the members who replied they would like to play on line bridge with club members. 

Work is still being done to progress this and we will let you know when something is organised.  

To all members stay safe and stay well.  

Jan Howell 

EDITOR'S CORNER 

“Bridge is condensed life. You need to solve a variety of problems, make a huge number of 

decisions and face emotional ups and downs. The social aspect of bridge - interacting with your 

partner and opponents - is also challenging and rewarding. It’s a wonderful game.”  

Boye Brogeland, World Bridge Champion 

 
In the absence of face-to-face bridge sessions, my search for inspiration for this newsletter took me 

overseas, there I discovered a research project led by an international bridge player Professor 

Samantha Punch at Stirling University, Scotland.  In 

2019 Smanatha launched the 'Keep Bridge Alive' 

campaign, the goal of which is to transform the image 

of bridge, increase participation across all ages, and 

enhance the sustainability of the mind-sport.  

Findings of research so far show, what some of our 

members already appreciate, that "bridge is an 

endlessly fascinating, challenging and meaningful 

mind-sport which has positive lifelong impacts on 

well-being and healthy ageing". Samantha Punch 

 
Funding for academic research can be difficult to acquire.  So, a unique bridge tournament was 

organised by Samantha and Stirling University whereby bridge enthusiasts were able to play, dine and 

network with world class bridge players.  Players were given the opportunity to bid online to play 

with an International or UK expert at the "Keep Bridge Alive Pro-Am Tournament" held on 29th 

February 2020 in London. A total of £56,486  was raised towards the research project.  

 

Plans are now afoot to extend research to include the impact of Covid-19 on bridge.  Samantha will 

forward details of how our club members can participate if approval is given for this research. 
                  
Diana Gibbs 
 

MY CUP IS OVERFULL by Walter Martins 

 
My name is Walter Martins and I am 88 years old.  On 18 February 20, my 90-year-old wife, Audrey, 

as usual, always thinking of others, went into the kitchen with the intention of making sandwiches for 

lunch for the family.  Suddenly, she fell backwards to the floor, hurt her head and twisted her 

groin.  Two days later, her GP advised immediate hospitalization at Sir Charles Gairdner hospital 

where she subsequently a hip operation.  Following surgery Audrey was transferred to a Mercy Care 

Professor Samantha Punch and Victoria Coren 

Mitchell 



for rehabilitation.  Audrey's rehabilitation was interrupted by an infection and so spent a short time at 

SJOG hospital before returning to Mercy Care.  

 

Meanwhile, sensing my need to be close to my wife, my two younger daughters, Ali and Betty, took 

the initiative to relieve me of my Plenary Administrator responsibilities to my disabled eldest 
daughter.  A teleconferencing session was arranged with the State Administrative Tribunal and my 

Plenary Administrator appointment was revoked.  My two daughters took over that responsibility 

together with a Plenary Guardianship.  The Member was so chuffed with my family unity, that she 

burst out with much praise.  So was I with the Member that I spoke in the words of a song: 

 

I am weak, but You are strong 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I’ll be satisfied as long 

As I walk close to Thee. 

 

Through this world of toil and snares 
If I falter Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord. 

 

Just a closer walk with Thee 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea, 

Daily walking close to Thee, 

Let it be, dear Lord. 

  

I have had more than a hectic life including associating with many bridge players – social games, 

competitions and congresses.  My cup is overfull.  Perhaps time will be no more for me but to be 

guided gently and safely to thy kingdom shore. 

  

Audrey is now well having been discharged from Mercy Care on Thursday 9 April 2020.   

 
FISKE'S CORNER  

 

The (made-up) hand below has been the subject of an article and amused me, so I thought I would 

share it with you all. 

 

 

 AKQJ10 

 75 

 J76 

 876 

 9876     5432 

 84     6 

 KQ10    5432 

 QJ109    5432 

 ----   

 AKQJ10932    

 A98    

 AK    

 

South is in a contract of 6 and West leads Q.  

 

At first glance, declarer has to lose two diamond tricks 

because there is no way to get to dummy’s 

Spades and discard the diamond losers. 

 

However, after winning the first club trick, declarer can lead 

2 from hand. West is very happy to win the trick with 8 

but now 7 becomes the much-needed entry to dummy. Great 

declarer play! 

 

But there is a twist. West actually follows with 4 to the 

second trick and now declarer has a problem. Thinking that 

8 is with East, declarer plays 5 from dummy, hoping that 

East has the singleton 8, in which case 7 will still be an 

entry to dummy.  

 

East is amazed to win the trick with 6 and the contract 

eventually goes two down. Now admit it, I bet you have never 

had such a bad hand as East’s, let alone won a trick with it! 

  

 


